




























 
 
 

 

 

GSA Southeast Sunbelt Region 
 
Joe L. Evins Federal Building 

Oak Ridge, TN  
 
Project Update:  May 13, 2013 
 
GSA Contacts 
Project Manager: Rick Hilligoss  
Communications Lead/ Property Manager: Jonathan Sitzlar 
Asset Manager: Joseph Somers  
Project Sponsor/Service Center Director: Dennis Gentry 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
During GSA’s annual asbestos inspection (June 2012) it was discovered that Asbestos Containing 
Material (ACM) had fallen from adjacent walls into the building’s horizontal HVAC convectors.  The 
Department of Energy (DOE) evacuated the facility while GSA, DOE, and the U.S. Public Health Service 
determined the possible hazards and corrective measures to be taken.  DOE elected to keep employees 
out of the facility until the hazard is mitigated; they sought and were granted a stoppage of rental 
payments.   Loss of revenue to GSA is $120,000.00 per month.  Estimated Revenue loss total is $1.26m. 
 
Determination:  The Nashville Service Center Asset Business Team (ABT) selected the option to abate all 
ACM located within the active convector casings (contains fan coils) and adjacent inactive casings. GSA 
would hire an independent State of Tennessee certified CIH to act in GSA’s behalf and assist in the 
project management.  Project ECC $3,058,236.00 
 
Prior to the project being executed a full inspection of 122 areas of the building was conducted by DOE 
and no ACM was indicated during this testing.  Furthermore, no ACM was found during subsequent 
testing within the building either during or after the project’s completion. 
 
Project Scope:  ​Remove all ACM in active and inactive HVAC casings and vertical chases, clean all 
affected areas along with above the ceiling, ceiling tiles, light fixtures and all the building’s air handlers. 
Repaint surfaces impacted and clean horizontal surfaces.  Personnel and space air sampling/testing shall 
be performed during abatement and for final clearance of the facility.  
 
Project Summary:  
 
Acquisition 
Acquisition Method:  Open Market, Negotiated 
Award Amount- $2,497,925.00 
Project Award Date- November 27, 2012 
Notice To Proceed Date- January 15, 2013  
Completion and Release Date- April 15, 2013 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Tenants 
DOE Square Feet: 157,931 GSF 
Congressman Fleischmann Square Feet: 851 GSF 
 
Rental Impact of Project 
Monthly Rent to GSA: $120,605.18 
Total Rental Stream Loss June 2012-May 2013: $1,326,656.98 
 
Other Project Costs 
Abatement IH: $80,000 
Relocation Back Costs for DOE and Congressman's Office: $128,000 (Estimated)  
Boxes for Relocation Out: $6,000 
Temporary Locking File Cabinet Rental $6,810 
 COOP Operational Set Up Costs: $1,396.81 
 PHS & Doctor Visitations - $15,000 (Approximate) 
 
 
 
STATUS 

 
A town hall meeting was conducted on April 3, 2013 to meet with all DOE employees to discuss the 
project.  Members of GSA’s project team (Project Mgr, Property Manager, CIH & others), GSA’s State 
certified independent CIH, the Contractor and his CIH along with a representative of the U.S. Public 
Health Service were in attendance to discuss the project and answer employee questions. 
 
All ACM has been removed in accordance with the SOW.  The contractor recently re-cleaned all affected 
areas due to having missed removing the fan coil filters and failure to properly clean a few convectors 
(these are house-keeping issues, no ACM involved) and has successfully retested all spaces before the 
facility was released back to DOE on April 15, 2013.  
 
DOE is resisting accepting the space and is also resisting coordinations with GSA-PBS regarding their 
move coordination and relocation back into the building. DOE insists that GSA insure that all horizontal 
surfaces above the ceiling be wet cleaned and HEPA vacuumed which is far in excess of the SOW for the 
project that has just been completed.  
 
They are also concerned about the possibility of disturbing any other encapsulated ACM within the 
building as part of any additional construction projects that they may elect to pursue on their own.  
 
NEXT STEPS / RISKS 

 
Next Steps:​ GSA-PBS received a letter from DOE on April 25,2013 directed at the PBS Regional 
Commissioner (RC), John Smith.  Multiple communications have already been directed to the project 
team members (meetings, emails, etc.) and the DOE personnel have stated that they have not been 
satisfied with the GSA responses thus far.  GSA-PBS has coordinated an onsite meeting between a 
member of the PBS Regional Management Team (Jeneil Hunt, Deputy Director, Property Disposal 
Division) and DOE management to get this issue resolved.  The meeting is supposed to occur on 16 MAY 
2013.  Jonathan Sitzlar and Dennis Gentry of the Nashville Service Center will also attend this meeting.  
 
The project team has conferred with GSA Regional Counsel (4L) who has affirmed their position that the 
cleaning that was done is in accordance with the project abatement SOW.  Additionally, DOE reviewed 
and approved the project SOW prior to the contract for abatement being solicited and awarded. 
 

 



 
 
 

 

A final letter from the government contracted industrial hygienist (GCIH) giving the building a clean bill of 
health with regard to the ACM remediation project is due to GSA from the contractor.  An additional 
comprehensive report detailing the testing that was performed to verify that the building has no ACM 
related health hazards is also being finalized by another contracted industrial hygenist connected with this 
project.  All pending reports have been received from FOH and the vendor and the Vendor’s contracted 
Industrial hygenist. This package includes letters from the hygenists stating their opinions of the work that 
was performed based on their observations as well as test data supporting their conclusions. 
 
Re-instatement of rent payments has resumed as of May 1, 2013 with rent billing resuming on May 15, 
2013.  GSA has identified a move COR and contracting officer to acquire a move contract to physically 
relocate DOE back into the facility upon receipt of the agency’s relocation plan. 
 
Risks​: The lease for temporary swing space for DOE expires on July 31, 2013. It is possible for DOE to 
be moved by this date but only if GSA receives their full cooperation in pursuing the move process.  GSA 
needs approximately 30 days to perform this moving services acquisition properly and an estimated 3 
weeks to perform a move of this magnitude while the agency still performs many of its business functions. 
DOE has provided GSA with the general phasing and timing of their move requirements but have not yet 
provided specific dates for when the move is to be initiated. 
 
The agency will be billed by GSA for starting on May 15, 2013 for both their space in the Joe L. Evins 
building and their temporary leased space until the temporary space is properly vacated.  
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